California Jersey Breeders
Hold Annual Meeting
The
California
Jersey
Cattle
Association (CJCA) held its annual
meeting on Saturday, February 14,
2015, at the Hilmar Cheese Company in
Hilmar, Calif.
Business Meeting
The meeting was called to order
by President Jim Quist of Fresno and
was followed by the approval of the
secretary’s and treasurer’s reports.
American Jersey Cattle Association
(AJCA) Director C.A. Russell of Hilmar
spoke of the advances being made with
genomic testing and the outstanding
growth within the Jersey business.
Russell commented on the improvements
made to the genetic base equivalent and
the JPI formula, which will put more
emphasis on fertility traits. He also spoke
of the opportunities available to Jersey
breeders by using genomics within their
herds. C.A. brought attendees up-todate on the growth of the AJCA, noting
that new positions have been created
to help staff keep up with the growth
of the breed. AJCA has also invested
heavily in updating software and
computer systems to maintain accurate
records and document breed history as
Jerseys continue to break records and
outperform their previous benchmarks.
He encouraged members to share the
advantages and efficiencies of the Jersey
cow with other breed owners.
National All-Jersey Inc. Director
(NAJ), Mike Wickstrom of Hilmar
reviewed the current milk and cattle
prices on the national level. In 2014,
38% of the revenue generated for Equity
with NAJ was from California herds. In
addition, the 2014 Farm Bill permitted

Brett Barlass, second from right, was
presented with the California Junior Jersey
Breeder award. On hand to congratulate him
were 2014 California Jersey Queen Brittany
Luis, C.A. Russell, and 2015 California Jersey Queen Regina Pozzi.

Richard and Marilyn Hughes, center,
were honored with the Senior Jersey Breeder award by CJCA director Richard Clauss.
Outgoing state queen Brittany Luis and the
newly crowned state queen, Regina Pozzi
were on hand to present their award.

California producers to keep some
form of their unique quota system if the
Federal Milk Marketing Order were to be
adopted.
AJCA Research Advisory Committee
member Jim Ahlem of Hilmar spoke of
the $900,000 awarded to students and
professors to conduct Jersey-specific
research since 1988. This year there were
nine research proposals submitted to the
committee for consideration.
Carol Ahlem of Hilmar, a board
member on the National Dairy Board,
spoke of the dairy industry’s checkoff program. Since 2009, seven key
partnerships have developed that include,
Dairy Farmers of America; Darigold/
Northwest Dairy Association; The Kroger
Company; Maryland & Virginia Milk
Producers Cooperative Association, Inc.;
Shamrock Farms; Southeast Milk, Inc.;
and The Coco-Cola Company with the
purpose of promoting the consumption
of dairy products. As the development
with these partners progresses to
increase fluid milk sales, there is still a
continued rise in cheese consumption.
Programs such as Fuel Up to Play 60

have a great deal of momentum as the
American Dairy Association further
develops partnerships with teams within
the National Football League.
The officers for 2015 are: Jim Quist,
Fresno, president; Stan Henderson, Paso
Robles, vice president; Kathy Sanders,
Hilmar, secretary; and Nancy Miguel,
Hilmar, treasurer. Serving on the board
of directors for the CJCA, along with the
officer team, are: Brett Barlass, Hilmar;
Dan Casale, Denair; Adam Van Exel,
Lodi; C.A. Russell; Mike Wickstrom;
and Scott Wickstrom, Hilmar.
The organization recognized retiring
directors Richard Clauss, Hilmar, Matt
Evanglo, Hanford, and Blake Renner,
Fortuna, for their contributions to the
organization during their terms on the
board of directors.
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Senior Breeder Awards
Richard and Marilyn Hughes of
Bodega were presented with the Senior
Jersey Breeder award. They are the
owners of Westview Jerseys, an organic
dairy consisting of approximately 200
Jerseys on a 182-acre farm. The Hughes
did not come from traditional dairy
backgrounds. In fact, Richard considered
himself a “city boy.” However, after
spending a summer on his aunt and
uncle’s farm in Nebraska, Richard
decided to join the local 4-H program.
His second year in 4-H he decided to
raise a Guernsey heifer which inspired
his parents to move to Petaluma in 1961
to start their own dairy farm. Marilyn
was a neighbor of the Hughes family in
Millbrae and close friend of Richard’s
younger sister.
Richard studied at Modesto Junior
College and California Polytechnic
University in San Luis Obispo. In 2005,
Richard and Marilyn decided to convert
their dairy to organic and joined the
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Straus Family Creamery as a supplier.
The couple are big supporters of Jersey
youth programs and serve as deans for
the Jersey Youth Academy program.
Brett Barlass of Hilmar was presented
with the California Young Jersey Breeder
Award. A 2015 recipient of the AJCA
Young Jersey Breeder award, Brett is an
astounding Jersey enthusiast. Barlass,
a graduate of Cornell University is the
herd manager of Yosemite Jersey Dairy.
Since his arrival in 2006, the herd has
seen increased production, increased
components, and has qualified for the
California Dairy Quality Assurance
Program. Brett’s passion for Jerseys
extends far beyond the farm as he is
a local 4-H advisor, wrestling coach,
and advisor the Young Dairy Leader
Institute. He is also a committee member
of Jerseyland Sires, the Dairy Calf and
Heifer Association, and the AJCA Type
Advisory Committee.
Junior Activities and Awards
The California Junior Jersey Breeders
Association enjoyed their time at the
Charles Ahlem Dairy in the morning
with herd manager Frank Dinis. As a
part of this experience juniors were able
to learn about the use of technology on
dairy farms through rotary parlors and
robotic teat dippers. Juniors were also
able to participate in the cheese making
process at the Hilmar Cheese Company
by adding ingredients like starter culture,

Brittany Luis, 2014 California Jersey
Queen, left, congratulates Regina Pozzi,
right, the 2015 California Jersey Queen.

Rebecca Sanders was presented the senior youth achievement award from queens
Brittany Luis and Regina Pozzi.

rennet, and salt.
Mixing business with pleasure,
the group elected officers as follows
president, Kasidi Barcelos, Hilmar; covice presidents, McCalister Russell,
Hilmar, and Steven Pozzi, Petaluma;
treasurer, Cort Rowley, Visalia; secretary,
Rebecca Sanders, Hilmar; and reporters,
Frankie Dinis, Hilmar, Adam Avila,
Hilmar, Nicole Sanders, Hilmar, and
Leah Sanders, Hilmar.
Awards were presented to a select
group of juniors members during the
combined banquet on Saturday evening.
Rylin Lindahl, Visalia; Rand Edwards,
Visalia; and Kasidi Barcellos, Hilmar,
were all awarded with a CJCA scholarship
and Rebecca Sanders was bestowed with
the senior youth achievement honors.
Brittany Luis, Ceres, the 2014
California Jersey Queen, passed her
crown to Regina Pozzi of Petaluma, the
2015 California Jersey Queen. Pozzi

Cort Rowley (middle left) and McCalister
Russell (middle right), were awarded the
youth production awards from queens Brittany Luis and Regina Pozzi.

will represent the Jersey breeders at state
activities and shows for the next year and
is eligible to compete for the national
Jersey queen title in November.
Youth production awards were also
presented to Brittany Luis, Cort Rowley,
Visalia, McCalister Russell, and Regina
Pozzi.

